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22. Birth of Moses

Exodus 1- 2 (NKJV)

1.8f Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9And he
said to his people, “Look, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier
than we; 10come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen,
in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go
up out of the land.” 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with
their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12But
the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in
dread of the children of Israel. 13So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve
with rigor. 14And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage—in mortar, in
brick, and in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they
made them serve was with rigor. 15Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew
midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other
Puah; 16and he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women,
and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a
daughter, then she shall live.” 17But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive... 22So Pharaoh
commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you shall cast into the
river, and every daughter you shall save alive.”

Exodus 2

And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 2So
the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a beautiful
child, she hid him three months. 3But when she could no longer hide him, she took
an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and
laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 4And his sister stood afar off, to know what
would be done to him. 5Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the
river. And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark
among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it. 6And when she opened it, she saw the
child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, “This
is one of the Hebrews’ children.”
    7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you
from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 8And Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the child’s mother.
9Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me,
and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him.
10And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became
her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the
water.”
     11Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out
to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12So he looked this way and that way, and when he
saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13And when he went
out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one
who did the wrong, “Why are you striking your companion?”
    14Then he said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to
kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” So Moses feared and said, “Surely this thing is
known!” 15When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses
fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian.

Change of dynasty....

Suspicion as a distinct minority (blessed?).

What was the Egyptian view of an Israelite?

Why kill the sons only?

Casting the child into the river; why?

Why did the sister remain to watch? How is
Moses’ birth circumstance like that of Jesus?

Name; Drawn from water

Moses as Savior; God’s methods or his own?

How did the Jews view Moses here?
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