100 Bible Stories
48. Jeremiah

Jeremiah 37-38 (NKJV)

Then the word of the Lord came to the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, "“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall say
to the king of Judah, who sent you to Me to inquire of Me: “Behold,
Pharaoh’s army which has come up to help you will return to Egypt,
to their own land. ®And the Chaldeans shall come back and fight
against this city, and take it and burn it with fire.” ’ °Thus says the
Lord: ‘Do not deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely
depart from us,” for they will not depart. '°For though you had
defeated the whole army of the Chaldeans who fight against you,
and there remained only wounded men among them, they would
rise up, every man in his tent, and burn the city with fire. ..."”

#4Therefore the princes said to the king, “Please, let this man
be put to death, for thus he weakens the hands of the men of war
who remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking
such words to them. For this man does not seek the welfare of this
people, but their harm.”

°Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the
king can do nothing against you.” ®So they took Jeremiah and cast
him into the dungeon of Malchiah the king’s son, which was in the
court of the prison, and they let Jeremiah down with ropes. And in
the dungeon there was no water, but mire. So Jeremiah sank in the
mire.

"Now Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs, who was
in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the
dungeon. When the king was sitting at the Gate of Benjamin,
8Ebed-Melech went out of the king’s house and spoke to the king,
saying: *“My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they
have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the
dungeon, and he is likely to die from hunger in the place where he
is. For there is no more bread in the city.” '®Then the king
commanded Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from here
thirty men with you, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the
dungeon before he dies.” ''So Ebed-Melech took the men with him
and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took
from there old clothes and old rags, and let themm down by ropes
into the dungeon to Jeremiah. '*Then Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian
said to Jeremiah, “Please put these old clothes and rags under your
armpits, under the ropes.” And Jeremiah did so. *So they pulled
Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted him out of the dungeon. And
Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.
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By 720 BC Assyria had taken Isreal (the Northern 10
tribes) into captivity/diaspora.

Jeremiah prophecies to Judah (the Southern Kingdom)
who would be also taken into captivity by Babylon, the
dominant world power at the time (586 BC).

Whose side is God on? Really?

What charge is laid against Jermiah? Should a nation or
politic take charges against themselves seriously? Why
do people not trust churches and governments?

How is Zedekiah like Pilate?

What was the sentence carried out on Jeremiah?

What happened to Jermiah????



